One of the major causes of spontaneous abortion before the fourth month of pregnancy is chromosomal abnormalities. We report an unusual case of a familial balanced chromosomal translocation in a consanguineous couple who experienced 4 spontaneous abortions. Chromosomal studies were performed on the basis of Gbanding technique at high resolution and revealed 46, XX, t (16; 6) (p12; q26) and 46, XY, t (16; 6) (p12; q26) in both partners, which induced such pregnancy complications.
iscarriage, also known as spontaneous abortion, is the most common complication of pregnancy. Spontaneous abortion is defined as a pregnancy which ends spontaneously before the fetus has reached viable gestational age. Therefore, the term includes all pregnancy losses from the conception until the 24 th week of gestation (1) . 6) (p12; q26) and 46, XX, t (16; 6) (p12; q26)] with normal phenotypes (Fig 1, 2) . A previous study showed that the most frequent problem in balanced translocation carriers is increased frequency of miscarriage as a result of the formation of unbalanced gametes. The study also emphasized that carriers of balanced translocation must be followed for life and directed to preimplantation genetic centers to avoid fetal abnormalities (17) .
Recurrent spontaneous abortion (RSA)
Due to the hereditary transmission of this chromosomal abnormality, cytogenetic analysis for all their siblings and genetic consultation before marriage is highly recommended (18) .
